THE COUP D'ETAT OF 1898

^Formosa was one of the most memorable ones in
my life. I thought at first that at the request of
the Chinese viceroy I was going to be sur-
rendered, and that my fate was sealed; but no
sooner had the twinkling smile of Kodama
lighted his countenance than my assurance of life
and safety came back with redoubled strength,
and I was emboldened to talk war on Japan with
perfect impunity. The bold and open stand I
took on that occasion won the admiration of the
governor who then invited me to accompany him
to Japan where he expected to go soon to
be promoted. He said he would introduce me to
the Japanese emperor and other leading men of
the nation. I thanked him heartily for his
kindness and invitation and said I would accept
such a generous invitation and consider it a great
honor to accompany him on his contemplated
journey, but my health would not allow me to
take advantage of it. I had the asthma badly
at the time.

Then, before parting, he said that my life was
in danger, and that while I was in Formosa
under Ms jurisdiction he would see that I was
well protected and said that he would furnish
me with a bodyguard to prevent all possibilities
of assassination. So the next day he sent mele., I was advised for my own personal
